Charitable Foundation Contributions Consolidated by Oak Tree
ow that the Oak Tree Racing Association has been
without a horse racing meet in California since fall
2010, when it hosted one at Hollywood Park after
being based at Santa Anita Park for the previous 41 years, the
not-for-profit organization has
had to consolidate its annual
AMERICAN HORSE
donations down to a select
COUNCIL
group of six recipients.
Through its private Oak Tree
Charitable Foundation and the
group’s original Oak Tree Foundation that was in place from
1969 to 1994, it has contributed
more than $30 million to numerous worthy charitable and
civic institutions.
The current recipients are the:
American Horse Council, the national association representing all segments of the horse racing
industry in Washington, D.C.; California Thoroughbred Horse-

N

men’s Foundation, a self-administered charitable program dedicated to assisting financially needy backstretch workers and their
primary dependents; Edwin J. Gregson Foundation, a group
which develops programs to benefit and enhance the quality of
life of California’s backstretch
workers and their families; Racing
Medication & Testing Consortium, a national organization
committed to tackling issues relating to the medication and
post-race testing of Race Track
Industry Program, a curriculum
that offers students a broad-based
education with an emphasis on
the pari-mutuel racing industry;
and Winners Foundation, an
organization established to provide information, support and
referral sources to employees and family members of the California horse racing community.

Oak Tree Breeders’ Cup Winner Cardmania Euthanized at 26
ardmania, winner of the $1 million Breeders’ Cup
and Germany before returning for the 1992 Breeders’ Cup
Sprint (G1) at Santa Anita Park during that Arcadia
Sprint. Despite an unplaced effort there and 12 subsequent
track’s 1993 Oak Tree Racing Association meet, was
trips to post without a win, including a trip to Hong Kong,
euthanized aged 26 at the United Pegasus FoundaCardmania then put together an impressive trio of
tion—a non-profit rescue and retirement charity
victories.
for Thoroughbreds in Tehachapi, California—on
He then won the Ancient Title Breeders’
January 2, 2012, following an illness.
Cup Handicap (G3) at Oak Tree on October 17,
Helen Meredith, whose husband Derek
1993, just 19 days prior to posting the biggest
trained the gelded son of Cox’s Ridge, told
win of his career. Sent to post in the 14The Blood-Horse, “He was a local fan fastrong Sprint field as the 5-1 second choice
vorite and was even ridden in the Rose
in the wagering to eventual 11th-placed
Parade many, many years ago. He was a
finisher Birdonthewire, Cardmania came
ranch favorite and will be missed by all
from as far back as 10th place to win by a
our staff and volunteers.”
neck over the frontrunner Meafara in
Bred by Delta Thoroughbreds Inc.
1:08.76 with Eddie Delahoussaye in the
and foaled in Kentucky on February 8,
irons.
1986, Cardmania was the first foal out of
Following a two-month break, the
the 1981 J. O. Tobin mare l’Orangerie, a
1993 Eclipse Champion Sprinter’s final
multiple stakes winner in France during
lifetime win came in the Grade 2 San Carlos
1984. Not surprisingly, he started his racing
Handicap on January 8, 1994, after which he
career in that country before coming to the
made nine more starts, including a third-place
United States in 1991, after a victory in Italy’s
finish in the 1994 Breeders’ Cup Sprint. After
Cardmania
Group 3 Premio Omenoni.
Cardmania made his 76th and final start in April of
(1986-2012)
After two Grade 3 wins when saddled by Derek Mered1995, his record stood at 16 wins, 12 seconds, 20 thirds and
ith, Cardmania made three unsuccessful starts in England
$1,503,780 in earnings for owner Jean Couvercelle.
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